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The Apollo 8 Command Module is on display at the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry, along with a collection of personal items from the flight donated by Lovell and the space suit worn by Frank Borman.






Apollo 8 Mission

Apollo 8 was launched on December 21, 1968 and became the first manned spacecraft to leave low Earth orbit, reach the Moon, orbit it, and safely return. The three-astronaut crew – Frank Borman, James Lovell, and William Anders – became the first humans to travel beyond low Earth orbit, see Earth as a whole planet, and enter the gravity well of another celestial body. They were also the first humans to orbit another celestial body, see the far side of the Moon, witness an Earthrise, escape the gravity of another celestial body (the Moon), and reenter Earth’s gravitational well. Apollo 8 was the third flight of the Saturn V rocket, and its first crewed launch, and was the first human spaceflight from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida.

Originally planned as a second crewed Lunar Module/Command Module test, to be flown in a higher, elliptical medium Earth orbit in early 1969, the mission profile was changed in August 1968 to a more ambitious Command Module-only lunar orbital flight to be flown in December, because the Lunar Module was not yet ready to make its first flight. This led to the swapping of Borman’s crew with Jim McDivitt’s crew, who were planned to fly the first Lunar Module flight in low Earth orbit, which became the Apollo 9 mission. This left Borman’s crew with two to three months less training and preparation time than originally planned, and replaced the need for Lunar Module training with translunar navigation training.

Apollo 8 took 68 hours (2.8 days) to travel the distance to the Moon. It orbited ten times over the course of 20 hours. The Apollo 8 astronauts returned to Earth on December 27, 1968, when their spacecraft splashed down in the Northern Pacific Ocean. The crew members were named Time magazine’s “Men of the Year” for 1968 upon their return.
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Apollo 8 Mission Videos & Highlights





Apollo 8 Full Mission by LunarModule5











Apollo 8 CBS News Coverage











Apollo 8 Mission Highlights











The Flight of Apollo 8











Apollo 8: The Thrilling Story of the First Mission to the Moon











‘Rocket Men’ Book Launch with the Apollo 8 Crew – William Anders, James Lovell, and Frank Borman












NASA Apollo 8 Crew Training











An Evening with the Apollo 8 Astronauts at National Air & Space Museum











Apollo 8 – First Television Broadcast Half-Way To The Moon











EARTHRISE: The First Lunar Voyage











Apollo 8 – 40th Anniversary











ROCKET MEN book launch w/crew of Apollo 8 – Chicago, April 2018











Bill Anders – Astronaut, General, Legend of Aviation











Apollo 8 Astronaut Colonel Frank Borman flies the P-63 Kingcobra











Smithsonian “Flight Jacket Night” Lecture with Jim Lovell



















 
Apollo 50th Anniversary Mission PDF eBooks | Apollo 6-17 Complete Set
Apollo 6 | Apollo 7 | Apollo 8 | Apollo 9 | Apollo 10 | Apollo 11 | Apollo 12 | Apollo 13 | Apollo 14 | Apollo 15 | Apollo 16 | Apollo 17


"I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man on the Moon and returning him safely to the Earth." - President John F. Kennedy, May 25, 1961








			
		
 
		
		
		
		

		
	
 

		
 
	
 
		
		
			
										
					
						

AirWingMedia.com offers digitized back issues of Wings & Airpower magazines as PDF eBook downloads. Learn more in our Digital Magazine Store...

Each Wings & Airpower PDF eBook contains hundreds of pages with thousands of images offering aviation history you can't get anywhere else. Request a Free Sample. Check out our always updated Magazine Index.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter | Facebook | Flipboard | Flickr
Mailing List: Subscribe | Unsubscribe

QUICK LINKS
Frequently Asked Questions
Free Sample







 

WINGS & AIRPOWER PDFs by YEAR
1971-2007 Wings & Airpower Set
1971-79  1980-89  1990-99  2000-07
71  72  73  74  75  76  77  78  79  80  81  82  83  84  85  86  87  88  89  90  91  92  93  94  95  96  97  98  99  00  01  02  03  04  05  06/07  Index



 
APOLLO MISSION PDF eBOOKS

Apollo 6 | Apollo 7 | Apollo 8 | Apollo 9 | Apollo 10 | Apollo 11 | Apollo 12 | Apollo 13 | Apollo 14 | Apollo 15 | Apollo 16 | Apollo 17 | Complete Set








 

WINGS & AIRPOWER by AIRCRAFT
 
A-1  A-3/B-66  A-4  A-5  A-6  A-7/F-8  A-10  AV-8  A-20  A-26  A/T-37  AJ  B-1  B-17  B-24  B-25  B-26  B-29  B-32  B-36  B-45  B-47  B-52  B-57  B-58  B307  B707  Beaufighter  C-46  C-119/C-82  C-130  C-141  CF-105  CH-47  CH-54  Clippers  Concorde  Connie  DC-1/2/3  E-2  Fw-190  F4F  F4U  F6F  F7F  F8F  F7U  F9F  F2H  F3H  F-11  F-82  F-84  F-86  F-89  F3D/F-10  F4D  F-100  F-101  F-102/106  F-104  F-105  F-111  F-117  F-4  F-5/F-20/T-38  F-14  F-15  F-16  F-18  Gunships  J2F  JRF/G-21  Ju-87  KC-10  Lancaster  Me-109  Me-110  Me-163  Me-262  Mosquito  OV-1  Nike  OV-10  P-3  P-36  P-38  P-39/63  P-40  P-43  P-47  P-51  P-61  P-80/T-33/F-94  PBM  PBY  SAAB  SB2C  Sentinels  Spitfire  SR-71/YF-12/A-12  T-2  T-6  T-28  T-34  T-45  TBF/TBM  U-2  V-22  V-Bombers  X-Planes  X-15  XB-70  YF-23  YFM  Flying Wings






LATEST NOTAMS

	Northrop/Grumman B-21 Raider First Flight
	Fire destroys massive, historic blimp hangar at Tustin Air Base
	The McDonnell F3H Demon
	Mail Delivered by Regulus Missile
	Spotting Airliners at JFK with Mike Machat
	Amazing Scenery Detail in Microsoft Flight Simulator 2020
	US Marines retire the Bell AH-1W “Super Cobra” attack helicopter
	Edwards Mural by Mike Machat
	X-Planes: Mach Busters



						

					

				
 
					
 
	
  
	
	
	Copyright © 2004-2023 AirWingMedia.com. All Rights Reserved. Web site hosted by InMotion Hosting.




	
	
	
 

 
	
	
	
		
	






































