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General Characteristics



	Crew: Four (Pilot, Co-Pilot, Bombardier-Navigator and Tail Gunner)
	Length: 75 ft 4 in (22.96 m)
	Wingspan: 89 ft 0 in (27.14 m)
	Height: 25 ft 2 in (7.67 m)
	Wing area: 1,175 ft² (109.2 m²)
	Empty weight: 45,694 lb (20,726 kg)
	Loaded weight: 81,418 lb (36,930 kg)
	Max. takeoff weight: 91,775 lb (41,628 kg)
	Powerplant: 4 × General Electric J47-GE-13 turbojets, 5,200 lbf (25 kN) each


Performance

	Maximum speed: 566 mph (492 kn, 911 km/h)
	Cruise speed: 365 mph (587 km/h)
	Range: 1,192 mi (1,036 nmi, 1,919km)
	Ferry range: 2,170 mi (1,886 nmi, 3,493 km)
	Service ceiling: 46,000 ft (14,020 m)
	Rate of climb: 5,200 ft/min (1,585 m/min)
	Wing loading: 69.3 lb/ft² (338.4 kg/m²)
	Thrust/weight: 0.26


Armament

	Guns: 2 × .50 in (12.7 mm) M3 machine guns (tail turret).
	Bombs: Up to 22,000 lb (10,000 kg)









XB-45

The first flight of the XB-45 was on February 24, 1947 from Muroc Army Air Field. A total of 131 test flights were flown by the three prototype aircraft, one being destroyed early on, killing two pilots.

The USAF accepted one of the two surviving aircraft on July 30, 1948, the other on August 31. One was damaged beyond repair in an accident. The last XB-45 was delivered to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in 1949. It proved excessively difficult to maintain and was relegated as a ground trainer.

	3 aircraft (45-59479 – 45-59481)


B-45A

The B-45A differed from the XB-45 in having improved ejection seats and communications equipment, an E-4 automatic pilot and bombing navigation radar.

The first production B-45 flew in February 1948, and the Air Force took delivery of 22 B-45s in April 1948. Powered by J35 turbojets and not considered combat-ready, they were assigned to training duties and to conduct various test programs. The next batch were powered by the more powerful J47 turbojets. The first B-45As entered service in November 1948 with the 47th Bombardment Group, and the initial order of 96 was completed in March 1950.

The first B-45As were not equipped with bomb fire control systems or bombsights. They suffered from gyrocompass failures at high speeds, unhooked bomb shackles, engine fires, and inaccurate cockpit gauges. The AN/APQ-24 bombing and navigation radar on some B-45s was maintenance heavy, and malfunctions in the pressurization limited the altitude at which the aircraft could operate.

Fifty-five nuclear-capable B-45s arrived in the United Kingdom in 1952. These were modified with a 1,200 gal (4,542 l) fuel tank in the aft bomb bay. Despite technical problems, these were Tactical Air Command’s first-line deterrent in Europe.

	B-45A-1 47-001 – 47-022 (21 aircraft)
	B-45A-5 47-023 – 47-096 (73 aircraft)
	B-45A 47-097 (static test airframe)


B-45B

The B-45B was a proposed variant of the B-45A with improved radar and fire-control systems. None were built.

B-45C

The B-45C was the first multiengine jet bomber in the world to be refueled in midair. It carried two 1,200 gal (4,542 l) wingtip fuel tanks, had a strengthened canopy, and an inflight refueling receptacle. The first B-45C was flown on May 3, 1949. Only ten were built, and the remaining 33 under construction were converted to RB-45Cs.

	Ten aircraft (48-001 – 48-010)


RB-45C

The RB-45C was the final production variant of the B-45. The bombardier’s canopy was faired over and replaced with an Oblique camera system. The RB-45C carried two 214 gal (810 l) external fuel tanks, or two JATO rockets. It could carry up to 12 cameras in four positions, or a single camera with a 100 in (2.5 m) focal length lens. The RB-45C first flew in April 1950, and was delivered from June 1950 to October 1951. Thirty-eight were built, including the 33 converted from B-45Cs. It was this variant that was operated (clandestinely) over the Soviet Union by the RAF “special duties” unit at RAF Sculthorpe, with the first sortie of three aircraft commanded by Squadron Leader John Crampton taking place on the night of April 17, 1952.

	33 aircraft (48-011 – 48-043)


 









	


B-45A



	AF Ser. No. 47-0008 – Castle Air Museum at the former Castle AFB in Atwater, California.


	


B-45C



	AF Ser. No. 48-0010 – in the Cold War Hangar of the National Museum of the United States Air Force at Wright-Patterson AFB near Dayton, Ohio, The aircraft was used by Pratt & Whitney for engine testing, and was flown to the Museum in 1971.


	


RB-45C



	AF Ser. No. 48-0017 – Strategic Air and Space Museum in Ashland, Nebraska.


 





























 














			
		
 
		
		
		
		

		
	
 

		
 
	
 
		
		
			
										
					
						

AirWingMedia.com offers digitized back issues of Wings & Airpower magazines as PDF eBook downloads. Learn more in our Digital Magazine Store...

Each Wings & Airpower PDF eBook contains hundreds of pages with thousands of images offering aviation history you can't get anywhere else. Request a Free Sample. Check out our always updated Magazine Index.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter | Facebook | Flipboard | Flickr
Mailing List: Subscribe | Unsubscribe

QUICK LINKS
Frequently Asked Questions
Free Sample







 

WINGS & AIRPOWER PDFs by YEAR
1971-2007 Wings & Airpower Set
1971-79  1980-89  1990-99  2000-07
71  72  73  74  75  76  77  78  79  80  81  82  83  84  85  86  87  88  89  90  91  92  93  94  95  96  97  98  99  00  01  02  03  04  05  06/07  Index



 
APOLLO MISSION PDF eBOOKS

Apollo 6 | Apollo 7 | Apollo 8 | Apollo 9 | Apollo 10 | Apollo 11 | Apollo 12 | Apollo 13 | Apollo 14 | Apollo 15 | Apollo 16 | Apollo 17 | Complete Set








 

WINGS & AIRPOWER by AIRCRAFT
 
A-1  A-3/B-66  A-4  A-5  A-6  A-7/F-8  A-10  AV-8  A-20  A-26  A/T-37  AJ  B-1  B-17  B-24  B-25  B-26  B-29  B-32  B-36  B-45  B-47  B-52  B-57  B-58  B307  B707  Beaufighter  C-46  C-119/C-82  C-130  C-141  CF-105  CH-47  CH-54  Clippers  Concorde  Connie  DC-1/2/3  E-2  Fw-190  F4F  F4U  F6F  F7F  F8F  F7U  F9F  F2H  F3H  F-11  F-82  F-84  F-86  F-89  F3D/F-10  F4D  F-100  F-101  F-102/106  F-104  F-105  F-111  F-117  F-4  F-5/F-20/T-38  F-14  F-15  F-16  F-18  Gunships  J2F  JRF/G-21  Ju-87  KC-10  Lancaster  Me-109  Me-110  Me-163  Me-262  Mosquito  OV-1  Nike  OV-10  P-3  P-36  P-38  P-39/63  P-40  P-43  P-47  P-51  P-61  P-80/T-33/F-94  PBM  PBY  SAAB  SB2C  Sentinels  Spitfire  SR-71/YF-12/A-12  T-2  T-6  T-28  T-34  T-45  TBF/TBM  U-2  V-22  V-Bombers  X-Planes  X-15  XB-70  YF-23  YFM  Flying Wings






LATEST NOTAMS

	Northrop/Grumman B-21 Raider First Flight
	Fire destroys massive, historic blimp hangar at Tustin Air Base
	The McDonnell F3H Demon
	Mail Delivered by Regulus Missile
	Spotting Airliners at JFK with Mike Machat
	Amazing Scenery Detail in Microsoft Flight Simulator 2020
	US Marines retire the Bell AH-1W “Super Cobra” attack helicopter
	Edwards Mural by Mike Machat
	X-Planes: Mach Busters



						

					

				
 
					
 
	
  
	
	
	Copyright © 2004-2023 AirWingMedia.com. All Rights Reserved. Web site hosted by InMotion Hosting.




	
	
	
 

 
	
	
	
		
	





































